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BYHANDDKLIVKRY 
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Director, Section of Environmental Analysis 
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395 E Street, SW 
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RE: IVcst Michigan Railroad Co. - Ahandoninent Exemption - In Van Buren 
County, MI, STB Dockci No AB-l 107X 

Dear Ms Rutson: 

Yesterday, wc sent the attached Environmental and Historic Report C'E&HR") lo the 
relevant consulling agencies' rcgarding West Michigan Railroad Company's ("WMl*') inicniion 
to file, on or about Januar>' 7,2013, a Nolice of Exempiion pursuanl lo 49 CFR Pan 1152 50, 
Subpan 1' (Exempt Abandonments. e[al.) to permit tlic abandonment of approximately 10.67 
miles of rail line located in Van Burcn County, Michigan. The subject rail line proposed for 
abandonmeni (the "Line") extends from mileposl 19.88 (wcsi oflhe Line's crossing of 56"* 
Strcei. near Lawrence. Ml) to miicposi 30 55 (cast of Kalama/oo Strcei in Paw Paw. Ml). The 
Line traverses United Stales Posial Zip Code Icnilories 49064 and 49079. 

Lnclo.scd for your rccords is a copy oflhc E&HR which dcscnbes the proposed aciion, 
discusses possible environmental and historic effects, and includes a map oflhe affected area. 
As you well know, the Board's I lisioric Report rcgulations rcquirc that abandoning carriers such 
as WMI supply photographic documentation of all struciures located along the Line that arc 
believed to be 50 years old or older. There are 2 railroad structures on the Line that WMI 
believes may be 50 years old or older, each of ihem a bridge. To establish compliance with the 
Board's rules, wc have included wilh the attached malerials copies oflhe original photos sent to 
the Michigan State I lousing Development Authority - State I-lisioric Preservation OfTice. 

' Copies ofthe letters that WMI senl lo the relevant consulting agencies and a copy ofthe 
E&I-IR thai was senl to each consulling agency are attached hercio. 
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If you have any questions concerning this propo.sed abandonmeni or the enclosed 
matenals rclated ihereio. please contact ine at (202) 663-7831. 

Sinccrcly. 

Crystal M. Zorbaugh 
Legal Assistant 

Enclosurcs 
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BEFORETHE 
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

WASHINGTON, DC 

STB Docket No. A I M 107X 

WEST MICHIGAN RAILROAD CO. 
-ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION-

IN VAN BUREN COUNTY, M l 

CONSOLIDATED ENVIRONMENTAL AND HISTORIC REPORT 

In the above-capiioncd proceeding. West Michigan Railroad Co. ("WMI") intends lo 
abandon approximately 10.67 miles of railroad (hcrcinalier, the ''Line") exionding from milepost 
19 88 (west ofthe Line's crossing of 56''' Sircct, near Lawrcnce. Ml) to milepost 30 55 (ca.st of 
Kalamazoo Street in Paw Paw. Ml). The Line proposed for abandonment is located entirely in 
Van Burcn County, Michigan In accordance wilh 49 CFR §§ 1105 7 and 1105 8. WMI hercby 
submiis the following consolidated Environmental and l-listoric Report (''E&l IR*' or "Repon"): 

ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT 

(I) PROPOSED ACTION AND ALTERNATIVES 

Dcseribe the proposed action, including commodities tnin.sporlcd, the planned disposition 
(ifany) of any rail line and other structures thai may he involved, and any po.ssihlc changes 
in current operations or maintenance practices. Also describe any reasonable alternatives 
lo Ihe pniposed action. Include a readable, detailed map and drawings clearly delineating 
Ihc project. 

WMl' proposes lo abandon approximately 10.67 miles of rail line (extending from 
milepost 19 88 (west oflhc Line's crossing of 56*''Sircet. near Lawicnce. MI) lo milepost 30.55 
(east of Kalamazoo Street in Paw Paw. Ml) 'fhe Line is located in Van Burcn Counly. 
Michigan A map delineating the proposed projeci/abandonmeni is attached as Exhibii 1 Upon 
obtaining authority to abandon lhc Line. WMI plans to rcmovc the Line's rail and salvageable 
irack material (such a.s tic plates, fasteners, crossties. and, possibly, the upper layer of ballast), 
and will dispose oflhe underlying real estate comprising the Line's right-of-way to ihe exieni il 
is held in fee by WMI. 

The Line has been uui of service fur uvei twu years, and WMI may thercforc avail itself 

' WMI is among 17 Class 111 railroads commonly conlrollcd by Pioneer Railcoip ("Pioneer") 
See Pioneer Railcorp - Cuntinuance in Control Ivxcmption - Georuia Southern Railw'av Co.. 
S'fB I'inance Dockei No. 35323 (STB served December 2.2009). 





oflhe iwo-year-oui-of-service abandonmeni provision al 49 CFR pan 1152, suhpan I* (Exempt 
Abandonments and Discontinuances of Service and Trackage Rights). 

WMI dues not intend as pan of iis planned track .salvage and/or rc-deployment lo dislurb 
the sub-gnidc'ur sub-grade siructurcs, and ii will nut engage in any excavation or soil/giound 
disturbance aeiiviiics. Abandonmeni and the resultant salvage ofthe Line will eliminate 34 ai-
grade rail-highway crossings - 14 privale cro.ssing.s, and 20 public crossings. 

'fhe only alternative in abandonmeni would be for WMI not to abandon the Line, and 
instead to iciain the Line, and to incur lo.sses ̂ ussociaied with ihe ownership of unused mil assets 
In addition, the Michigan Depanmeni of Transponation (''MDO I") has informed WMI that the 
public al-grade crossings along the Line arc rcgardcd by MDO'f as a burden on local highway 
tiansportaiiun. Fur this rcusun. MDO'l has demanded WMI either to improve crossing surface 
conditions (potentially al costs to be borne by local iran.sponaiion authorities and municipaliiics 
that ullimaicly may be responsible for crossing surfaces upkeep) or lo rcmove the ero.ssings. 
Accordingly, the proposed abandonment would advance MDO'f's highway transponation 
objectives, 'fhe no-action allcrnaiive. in which the rail assets would remain in place, would 
frusiraic WMI's und, by extension, Pioneer's to cxiract value from otherwise unused a.sscts. and. 
as appropi iaie. to re-deploy ccnain ofthe Line's rail assets on other Pioneer-controlled railroads 
'fhe no-action allcmalivc would also force cei tain al-grade crossing surface improvement costs 
upun WMI and the surrounding communities. 

(2) TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM 

Describe the effects ofthe propo.sed action on rc}>ional or local transportation .systems and 
patterns. Estimate the amount of trafrie (passenger or freighi) that will he diverted tu 
other transportation .systems or modes as a rcsult ofthe prupused action. 

'fhe Line has been inactive for over two years, and. for this rcason. the proposed 
abandonmeni will have no impact on regional or local iranspoitaiion sysiems and patterns. No 
passenger or freight iralllc wuuld be diveried lo other systems or modes as a result oflhc 
proposed abandonmeni 

(3) LAND USE 

(i) Bused on consultation wilh local and/or regional plannin}> agencies and/or a 
review of the ufneial planning documents prepared by such agencies, state 
whether Ihe proposed action is consistent with cxisiing land use plans. 
Describe any inconsistencies. 

WMI believes thai the proposed abandonment is cunsistcni with, and would proniuie. 
cxisiing land use plans 'I'he land adjoining ihe Line consisis of rural open lands (fields). Ibrcslcd 
arcas, residential (suburban-style) communities, and light industnal sites. 

By leiieis dated December 18.2012. copies of ihis Report have been mailed to the 
appropnate local and stale contacts, including representatives of Van Burcn County. Lawrence 
'fownship. Paw Paw 'fownship. Village of Lawrence, and ihe Village of Paw Paw for their input 
and cuinment. See E&l IR Consultation Letter Example and Service List, uitached as Exhibii 2. 





(ii) Based un consultation with the U.S. Soil Con.scr\'atiun Scr\'ice, state the effect 
uf the prupused aeliun on any prime agricultural land. 

WMI does nol believe that there is any prime agricultural land that wuuld be adversely 
alTcctcd by the pruposed abandonment. As indicated above, the land ihrough which the Line 
traverses includes flai terrain and some rolling hills. Furthennore. the proposed abandonment 
should noi in any way contribute to farmland loss, and could in fact permit the abandoned right-
of-way to be convened, where practicable, to farmland use. Nevenheless. WMI has nolilled the 
United States Department of Agriculture's Natural Resources Conservaiion Ser\Mce oflhe 
proposed abandonment by letter daicd December 18. 2012 (to which letter this E&l-IR was 
appended), solieiiing input on the proposed abandonment's potential effects on prime 
agncultural land Sec E&l IR Consullalion Letter Example and Service List, aliached as Exhibii 
2. 

(iii) If the action alTeets land ur water uses within a designated cuastal /.one, 
include the coa.stal /one information required hy 1105.9. 

WMI has reviewed the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality. Water 
Resources Division's ("MDEQWR") Coastal Zone Boundary Maps and dclermined that the 
proposed abandonmeni would not be subject to review under any coastal zone management plan. 
Nevenheless. lo assure compliance with the rc*quircmcnts of 49 Cl'̂ R § 1105 9, WMI has served 
a copy ofthis Repon on MDEQWR by letter dated December 18.2012. Sec E&IIR Consultation 
Letter Example and Service Lisi. attached as Exhibii 2 

(iv) If the prupo.sed action is an abandunmeni, state whether or nul the righl-uf-
way is .suitable for alternative public use under 49 U.S.C. 10905 and explain 
why. 

WMI believes thai the Line might be suitable for aliomate public use. For example, the 
Line's right-of-way might be suited for use us a recreational trail 

(A) ENERGY 

(i) Describe the effect ofthe pniposed action on tran.spurtation uf energ>-
resources. 

'fhere' has been no local or overhead trafilc on the Line in ut least two years, and. i'or ihis 
re*asun. the proposed abandonment will have no cffcci on ihc iransportation of energy rcsources. 

(ii) Describe Ihe effect uf the pruposed action un recyclable cummudilies. 

Because the Line hns been innclivc for two yunni, lhc proposed nbniidoiiinent .should hiivc no 
elTccl on the tninsjrariniioii nnd/or recover\' of recyclable commodities. 

(iii) State whether the prupo.sed action will result in un increase ur decrease in 
overall encrg}' efncicncy and explain why. 

Because the proposed abandonmeni involves an out-of-u.sc rail line, ihe abandonmeni 
should have nu elTcct on overall energy usage 





(iv) If the propu.sed aciion will cause diversions from rail tu mutur carriage of 
more than: 

(A) 1,000 rail carloads a year; or 

(B) An average uf 50 rail carloads per mile per year for any part of 
Ihe affected line, quantify the resulting net change in energj' 
cunsuniptiun and shuw the data and methodulug}' used tu 
arrive al the figure given. 

'fhe Line has been inactive for al least two years, 'fhere* will be no diversion of traffic to 
molor carriers as a rcsult ofthe proposed abandonment, and. by extension, iherc will be no irafnc 
diversions ihat would exceed the thresholds stated above. 

(5) AIR 

(i) Ifthc propu.scd aeliun will result in either: 

(A) An increase in rail traffic uf at least 100 percent (measured in gross 
tun miles annually) ur an increase uf at least eight trains a day un any 
segment uf rail line affected hy the prupusal, ur 

(B) An increase in rail yard activity uf at least 100 perceni (measured hy 
carload activity), or 

(C) An average increa.se in truck traffic of more than 10 percent ofthe 
average daily traffic or 50 vehicles a day on any affected road 
segment, quantify the anticipated effect on air emissions. For a 
propo.sal under 49 U.S.C. 10901 (or 10505) to construct a new line or 
reinstitute .ser\'icc over a previously ahandimcd line, only the eight 
train a day pruvisiim in sub-scctiun (5)(i)(A) will apply. 

'I'he above thresholds will not be exceeded. 

(ii) Ifthc prupu.sed action affects a cla.ss I or nun-attainment area under the 
Clean Air Act, and will result in either: 

(A) An incrcase in rail traffic ur at least 50 percent (measured in gru.ss ton 
miles annually) or an increase uf at least three trains a day un any 
segment uf rail line, 

(B) An increase in rail yard activity ufal least 20 percent (measured by 
carluad activity), ur 

(C) An average incrca.se in Iruck traffic of more Ihan 10 percent oflhe 
average daily traffic or 50 vehicles a day un a given road .segment, the 
slate wheiher any expected increased emLssiuns are wiihin Ihe 
parameters established hy the Slate Implementation Plan. However, 
fur a rail cunstruction 49'u.S.C. 10901(or 49 U.S.C. 10505), or a case 
involving Ihc reinstilution uf .ser\'ice over a previously abandoned line. 

http://increa.se
http://incrca.se




only Ihe three Irain a day threshold in Ihis item shall apply. 

Based upon 40 CFR § 81.323. WMI believes thai Van Burcn County is not designated as 
a non-aiiainmcnt arca. and thai the above-stated thresholds are thercforc inapplicable 
Nevcnheless. ihe above thresholds will not be exceeded. 

(iii) If transportation uf o/une depleting malerials (such as nitrogen oxide and 
freon) is contemplated, identify: Ihe materials and quantity; the frequency of 
service; safety pnictices (including any speed restrictions); the applicant\s 
safety record (lo Ihe extent available) on derailments, accidents and spills, 
eunlingency plans tu deal wilh accidental spills; and the likelihuod uf an 
accidental release nf uzune depleting materials in the event uf a collision or 
derailment. 

Not applicable. 

(6) NOISE 

Ifany ofthe thresholds identified in item (5)(i) ofthis .section arc surpas.sed, state 
whether the prupu.sed action will cause: 

(i) An incremental increase in nuise levels of ihree decibels Ldn ur mure; ur 

(ii) an inereu.se to a noise level uf 65 decibels Ldn or greater. If su, identify 
sensitive receptors (e.g., schuuls, libraries, hospitals, residences, retiremcni 
communities, und nursing homes) in Ihe prujecl area, and quantify the nuise 
increase fur these recepturs ifthc thrcshulds ure surpassed. 

None ofthe thresholds in item 5(i) ofthis section will be exceeded. 

(7) SAFETY 

(i) Describe uny effects ofthe proposed action on public health and sufet>' 
(including vehicle delay time ut ruilroud grade crnssings). 

'fhc proposed abandonmeni ofa long-oui-of-scr\'iec rail line should have no maierial 
adverse impact on public health and .safety. In fact, if Ihc abandonment is granted and the Line is 
salvaged. WMI will close permanently 20 public road crossings and 14 private crossings, thereby 
enhancing .safely by faciliiaiing MDO'f's intercsi in safer driving conditions, and eliminating 
distractions to vehicular trafrie crossing lhc Line. 

(ii) If hazardous materials are expected to be transported , identify: the 
materials and quantity; Ihe frequency ur.ser\'iee; whether chemicals urc 
being trunsported that, if mixed, could react tu form more hazardous 
compounds; safety practices (including uny speed restrictions); the 
applicantVs safely reeurd (lu Ihc extent available) on derailmenLs, accidents 
und hu/ardous spills; Ihe contingency plans lu deal with accidental spills; and 
Ihe likelihuiid uf an accidental release of hazardous materials. 

http://inereu.se




No hazardous malerials are* expected to be transported, and, indeed, no traffic of any kind 
has moved over the Line in morc ihan two years. 

(iii) If there are any known hazardous waste sites or sites where thcrc have been 
known hazardous materials spills un Ihc right-uf-wuy; identify the lucution uf 
lho.se sites and Ihc types uf hazurduus materials invulvcd. 

WMI has no knowledge of hazardous waste sites or sites wherc thcrc have been known 
hazardous materials spills on the Line's right-of-way or on adjacent land. 

(8) BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES 

(i) Bu.sed on consultution with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Scn'ice, slate whether 
Ihe pruposed aciion is likely to adversely affect endangered ur threatened 
species ur areas designated as a critical habitat, and if su, describe Ihe effects. 

WMI does noi believe ihal the propo.sed action is likely to adversely affeci endangered or 
thrcatencd species or areas designated as a cntical habitat. WMI has notified the regional ulTice 
ofthe U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service ("USF&W") in an elTort lu detcnnine wheiher the 
proposed abandonmeni will adversely affect endangered or threatened species or areas 
designated as critical habitat. A copy ofthis Repon was aliached lo the letter sent lo USF&W. 
See E&I-IR Consultation Letter Example and Ser\'iee List, attached as F.xhibit 2. 

WMI's proposed rail salvage aeiiviiics would take place entirely upon existing WMI 
righl-of-way Access to WMI's right-of-way for purposes of any salvage activity would be 
accomplished via the right-of-way itself, and/or via existing public and/or privale grade 
crossings The proposed abandonmeni and aniicipaied track salvage would nol rcquirc the 
erealion of new access points to the Line, and would nol involve rcmoval of irccs or other 
wildlife habitat on lands adjacent to the cxisiing railroad right-of-way. 

(ii) Slale wheiher wildlife .sunetuaries or refuges. National or State parks or 
forests will be affected, und describe any effects. 

Based on investigalion. WMI is unaware* of any wildlife sanctuanes or refuges. National 
or Slate parks oi forests that would be adversely alTccted by lhc proposed abandonment. 
Nevcnheless. WMI has noiificd the National Park Service ("NPS") ofthe proposed 
abandonment. A copy ofthis Repon was attached to the letter sent lo NPS Sec E&l IR 
Cunsultation Letter Example and Service List, attached as Exhibii 2. 

(9) WATER 

(i) Ba.sed on consultation with State water quality officials, state whether the 
prupused ucliun is ctmsistcnt wilh upplicable Federal, Stale or local water 
qualit>' standanls. Describe any inconsistencies. 

WMI is confident thai the proposed abandonment will he consistent with applicable wuicr 
quality standards. In conneciion with this issue. WMI has contacted the Michigan Depanmeni of 
Envnonmental Quality ("MDEQ") and the United Slates Environmental Proteciion Agency 

http://lho.se




("USEPA") by letters daicd December 18.2012. A copy of ihis repon was attached lo each of 
the letters. See E&l-IR Consullalion Letter Example and Service Lisi, atiached as Exhibii 2. 

As indicated above. WMI anlicipates thai, following the effective date oflhe subject 
abandonment exempiion notice, it will engage in ihe salvage oflhe Line's track and irack 
material. But any such track salvage aeiiviiics will take place above the surface oflhe ground, 
and, thus, salvage will not involve any exeavaiion. grading, or other ground or soil dislurbancc. 
As a rcsult. the proposed abandonment will not trigger lhc need for any storm water miligalion. 
including a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination Sysiem ("NPDES") pcrmil. 

(ii) Ba.sed on consullalion with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, state whether 
permits under section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. 1344) arc 
rcquircd for the proposed action and whether any designated wetlands or 
100-year fiuud plains will be affected. Describe the effects. 

WMI believes that - (I) no permits under scclion 404 ofthe Clean Water Act will be 
rcquircd fur the proposed abandonment, and (2) no designated wetlands or 100-ycar Hood plains 
will be affected. Upon receiving abandonmeni authonty. re*moval of track material will be 
accomplished by use ofthe iighi-of-way for access, along with access via existing public and 
privale crossings as necessary. No new access roads will be crcaled for purposes of track 
salvage WMI will not dislurb any oflhe Line's underlying roadbed, nor will it undenake any 
ground disturbance activities that would cause .sedimeniaiion ur erosion ofthe soil (such as 
excavation or grading), and WMI does not anticipate any dredging or use of llll in the removal uf 
the track material. More*ovcr. WMI does nol anticipate undenaking any salvage activity that 
would dislurb streams, streambeds. or wetlands 'fhe crossties and/or olher debris associated 
with salvage, if removed, will be transponed away from lhc Line, and will not be discarded 
along the righi-of-wuy. Such materials will nol be placed or left in streams or wetlands, or along 
the banks of such waterways. Also, during track re*moval. appropriate measures will be 
implemented tu prevent or conlrol spills from fuels, lubricants or any olher pollutant materials 
from entering any waterways For these reasons, WMI believes that a permit under Section 404 
oflhe Clean Water Act will not be rcquire*d 

WMI has euntaeted the U.S Army Corps uf Engineers -by letter dated December 18. 
2012 A copy ofthis Repon wus attached to the letter See E&l IR Consultation Letter Example 
and Service List, aliached as Exhibit 2. 

(iii) State wheiher permits under .section 402 uf Ihc Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. 
1342) urc rcquircd fur Ihe pnipused action. 

WMI believes that no permit under section 402 uf the Clean Water Act would be re*quircd 
for the abandonment. (See discussion in section 9 (i) and (ii). above ) Nevenheless. WMI has 
contacted the MDEQ and the USEPA by letter daicd December 18. 2012. .seeking guidance on 
any poieniial water qualiiy impacls (based on applicable water quality stundard.s) and in 
deicrmining whether the proposed abandonmeni is eonsKSient with such federal, state, or local 
standards. A copy of ihis repon was attached to the letter See E&MR Consullalion Letter 
Example and Ser\'ice Lisi. attached as Exhibii 2. 





(10) PROPOSED MITIGATION 

Describe any uctitms thut arc pruposed to mitigate udverse environmeniul impacts, 
indicating why Ihe prupused mitigatiun is appropriate. 

WMI does not expect any adverse environmental impacl will result frum the proposed 
abandonment and. thcrcforc. is ofthe opinion that mitigating aciion is unnecessary. WMI will, 
of course, cooperate in any funher evaluation uf proposed remedial/miiigation actions which 
interested lederal. state, and/or local agencies may recommend to lhc Board. 

(11) ADDITIONAL INFORMATION FOR RAIL CONSTRUCTIONS 

Not applicable. 





IHSrORIC REPORT 

49 CFR S llO.S.8fdt: 

(1) A.U.S.G.S. topographic map (or alternate map drawn tu scale und sufficiently 
detailed lu shuw buildings and other structures in Ihe vicinity ofthe propo.sed 
actitm) showing the location ofthe prupused actiun, and the lucatiuns and 
approximate dimensiuns uf railroad siructurcs that arc 50 years old ur ulder und 
ure purt ofthe prupu.sed action; 

Topographic maps depicting the location oflhe proixiscd abandonment and the locaiion 
of structures that are 50 years old or older and that are* localed along the Line arc aliached as 
Exhibit 3 These maps are being supplied to the Michigan State llousing Development 
Authorily - State I listonc Prescr\'ation Office ('*MISI'1P0") as pan ofa complete copy ofthis 
rcpon WMI understands thai there arc 2 railroad siniciurcs on the Line that arc believed to be 
50 years old or older, each of them a bndge. 

(2) A written description uf the right-of-way (including approximate widths, to the 
extent known), and the tupngrapby and urban and/or rural characteristics of lhc 
surrounding areu; 

According to WMI rccords. Ihe Line's nghi-of-way is prcdominanlly 50 feet in width, 
'fhc Line runs adjacent to lands of varying uses, ranging from fore*sied open land and rural 
fannland to commercial and re'sidcntial areas, 'fhe topography is generally fiat, with some 
rolling hills 

(3) Guud quality phutugraphs (actual phutographic prinLs, nut photocopies) of railruad 
structures on the properly that urc 50 years old or ulder and ofthe immediately 
surrounding arca; 

WMI has dclermined that there arc two struciures along the Line-each of ihein arc 
ire*slles or bndges - thai may be 50 years old or older, and the location of each such siruclure is 
.shown on the U.S.G S maps aliached as Exhibit 3.̂  'fhe two bridges are as follows: (I) a 
roughly 37' steel and wood trestle at milepost 22.54; and (2) a roughly 67' wooden span at 
milepost 29.8. WMI has photographed and documenied each of these structures, and has 
supplied originnl photographs of each such struclurc to MISI-IPO for evaluation. (Copies oflhe 
aforemeniioned photographs arc attached hereto as Exhibii 4.) Aside from the materials included 
in E.\hibit 4. WMI does not have any additional infornialion in iis possession (such as 
engineering diagrams or other records) that would be useful in aiding in any historical stniciurcs 
unalysis. 

WMI does not anticipate removing or dismantling either of the two bndges.. 

^ WMI has no records permitting it to confirm dcfiniiivcly ihat the two bridges are* indeed 50 
years uld or older Ba.sed on conslmction. design, and curreni condilion. WMI is of an opinion, 
however, that the two bridges arc mosi likely at least 50 years old. 
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(4) The date(s) of construction of the slruclurc(s), and Ihc dulc(s) und extenl uf any 
major ullcrutiun.s, to Ihe exieni such informution is known; 

According to the limited information in WMI's po.ssession. the iwo bridges along the 
Line arc believed to have been built ai least 50 years ago. WMI docs nol know when these two 
bridges were buili. and has no construction or engineering records that could aid in determining a 
likely construction date WMI has not undcnaken any major improvements to ihcsc bridges 
during the lime that WMI has owned the Line. 

(5) A brief narrative histur}' uf carrier uperutiuns in the area, und un cxplunution of 
what, if any, changes urc contempluted us u result of Ihc proposed actiun; 

WMI has no hisiorical re*eORls ofits own relating to the Line. Based on research, 
however. WMI undei'stands that the Line was constructed by the 'foledo and Soulh Haven 
Railroad ('TSI IR") in 1877 TSl IR was a pre*dcccssor to the Pcre Marquette Railway, which 
became a subsidinry ofthe Chesapeake and Ohio Railway Company (''C&O'*). In 1986. C&O 
sold the Line lo Soulhwesicrn Michigan Railroad Company, Inc.. d/b/a Kalamazoo. Lake Shore* 
& Chicago Railway ("KLSC") pursuant to Southwestern Michiiian Railroad Comnanv. Inc . 
d/b/a Kalamazoo. Lake Shore & Chicano Railway - Acauisition and Operation Exemption - 'Hie 
Chesapeake and Ohio Railway Comnanv. ICC Finance Docket No. 30803 (ICC served Apr. 22. 
1986). 

WMI (formerly known as West Jersey Railroad Co ) assumed uperation ofthe Line in 
June of 1995 upon KLSC's bankruptcy, and laier in the same year acquired the Line ihrough the 
KLSC bankniptcy proceeding. See West Michiaan Railroad Co. - Purchase and Operation 
Exemption - Rail Line ofthe Kalomazoo. Lake Shore & Chicauo Railway Co. Bem'ccn l-lanford 
and Paw Paw. Michigan. ICC Finance Docket No 32787.'^ 

WMI is unaware oflhc extenl to which KLSC or C&O (or C&O's predecessors may 
have modified the Line or the track and track siructurcs along the Line, although WMI 
discovercd ihat ponions oflhe Line werc wiihoui track at ihe time WMI acquircd the Line in 
1995'' 

WMI intend.s. upon the effectiveness oflhe abandonment exemption, to tenninate its rail 
common carrier obligation over, and to abandon, the Line WMI would salvage the rail and 
track material ihat possesses positive nci salvage value, and potentially may opi to rc-deploy 
salvaged ilcms on othei Pioncer-conirolled rail lines WMI does nul intend lu dismantle or 
re'inove any bi idges along the Line, 'fhc righl-of-way will either be disposed of or ihe ca.semcnts 
will be rclinquishcd (lo the extenl WMI dues nol own in fee any ponion ofthe subject right-of-
wuy). 01 the corndor may be pre*served under an interim tiail use arrangement. 

^ WMI is a subsidiary of shon line holding company Pioneer Railcorp. 

'* For example, al ihe time WMI sought ICC aulhority to ucquirc the Line, WMI poinied out that 
the ponion ofthe Line beiween mileposl 30.30 and the ends of ihe line al milepost 30 55 was 
wiihout track WMI presumed that KLSC may have removed ihe track without first obiaining 
ICC abandonment uuthoriiy. 
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(6) A brief suinmar}' uf documents in the carricrVs pu.sses.siun, such as engineering 
drawings, that might be useful in ducumenting a structure that is fuund lo he 
historic; 

As indicaied above, the Line appears to have been built in the early 1870s. but WMI is 
one of many subsequeni owners of these rail assets. WMI was not supplied wilh. and docs not 
have, engineenng drawings oflhc two bridges identincd above. In fact, the only relevant 
documents in WMI's possession have been included in Exhibii 4. 

(7) An opinion (based un readily available infnrmatiun in the railruad\s pu.sscssiun) as 
In wheiher the site and/ur .structures meet the crheria fur listing un the Natiunal 
Register of Hisloric Places (36 C.F.R. § 60.4), and whether there is a likelihood of 

. arehculugical rcsources ur any uther previuusly unknuwn hisloric properties in the 
project area, and Ihc basis for these opinions (including any consultations with the 
State Historic Pre.ser\'atiun Office, local historical .societies ur universities); 

As indicated above. WMI's records indicate that therc arc 2 struciure*s (bridges) on or 
adjacent lo the Line that WMI believes may be 50 years old or older. In WMI's opinion, these 
sirucuire*s would not meei the criteria foi listing on the National Register of 1-Iisioric Places. As 
the photographs supplied lo MISI IPO suggest, none ofthe subject structures appears to have 
unique or othenvise signilicani design characteristics. Morcovcr. neither of these siructurcs is 
linked to events or hisloric significance. WMI understands thai the two bridges in question could 
remain in use in ihe event that the Line's right-of-way was to be convened into recreational trail. 
And. again. WMI hus no plans to remove or alter either oflhe two bridges located along the line 
(aside from possibly removing the rail and other iraek matenal located upon or along the 
structures). 

WMI is unaware of any nrcheolugieal resources or any olher previously unknown historic 
propenies on the Line's righi-of-way. 

(8) A description (based on readily available infurmutiun in the ruilruad\s possession) uf 
any knuwn priur subsurface gruund disturbance ur fill, envirunmcntui conditions 
(naturally occurring ur munmade) that might affect the arehculugical recover}' of 
resuurees (such us swampy conditions ur the presence uf toxic waste), and the 
surrounding terrain. 

WMI has no rccords of. and is unawarc of. any known subsurface ground dislurbancc or 
nil. or environmental conditions ihat mighi affect the re'covery of archeological rc.sources. 
Undoubtedly, track woik and/or construdion has occurred regularly over the many years that the 
Line has been in operation Such work may have alVccicd the potenlial for rccovcry of 
archeological resourees. 

I I 
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B A K E R 8e M I L L E R PLLC 
ATTORitCYS i n d COUNSELLORS 

2401 PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE HW 

SUITE 300 

WASHINGTON OC 70037 

TELEPHONE (202) SS3 7070 

PACSIUILC (202) SB3-7B40 

ROBERT A WIHDISH (202) 0«3-r824 (Di rac i D i l i ) 

E - H i i l r w m b i i h O b i k c i i n a m i l i a i CBm 

December 18.2012 

Thomas L. Tidwell, Chief 
Foresi Service 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
Sidney R. Yates Federal Building 
201 KthSlreetSW 
Washington. DC 20024 

RE: 

Dear Chief Tidwell: 

West Michigan Railroad Co. - Abandonment Exempiion - In Van Buren 
County, Ml, STB Docket No AB-l 107X 

On or about January 7, 2013, West Michigan Railroad Company ("WMI") cxpccU: to file 
wilh the Sui face Transportation Board ("STB") a Nolice of exemption pursuant to 49 C.F.R 
Pan 1152. Subpart F (Hxempt Abandonments, et al), in which WMI will seek to abandon 
approximately 10.67 miles of rail line localed in Van Buren County, Michigan. The subjecl rail 
line piopo.scd for abandonmeni (the'*Line") extends from mileposl 19.88 (wcsi of the Line's 
crossing of 56"' Street, near Lawrence, MI) to milepost 30.55 (cast of Kalamazoo Street in Paw 
Paw, Ml). The Line traverses United States Postal Zip Code territories 49064 and 49079. 

Attached is a consolidated Environmental and Historic Report (the ''K&IIR'' or "Report") 
describing the proposed aciion and any expected environmental and historic effecis, as well as 
maps ofthe alTceled area Wc arc providing you wilh this Report so that you may review the 
information that will form Ihe basis for the STB's independent environmental analysis ofthe 
proposed rail line abandonmem. Ifany ofthe infonnation in the attached E&I-IR is misleading 
or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or if you have any questions 
about the S'fB's environmental review process, please contact the Office of Environmental 
Analysis ("OEA"). Surface Transportation Board. 395 E Street, SW. Washington, DC 20423-
0001. T1;L: (202) 245-0295. and refer to STB Docket No. AB-1107X You may also contact ihe 
undersigned counsel for WMI. Because staUites and regulations applicable lo rail line 
abandonments impose stiingcnl deadlines fur processing this action, your wnllen comments lo 
OEA, ifany, would be appreciated within 3 weeks As undersigned counsel for WMI, 1 would 
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December 18,2012 

Thomas L. Tidwell, Chief 
Forest Service 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
Sidney R. Yates Federal Building 
201 14ih Street SW 
Washington, DC 20024 

RE: 

Dear Chief Tidwell. 

West Michigan Railroad Co. - Abandonment Exemption - In Van Buren 
Counly. MI, STB Docket No. AB-l I07X 

On or about January 7, 2013, West Michigan Railroad Company ("WMI") expects to file 
with the Surface Transportalion Board ("STB") a Notice of Exemption pursuanl to 49 C.F.R 
Part 1152, Subpart F (Exempt Abandonmenis, et al.), in which WMI will seek to abandon 
approximately 10 67 miles of rail line located in Van Buren County, Michigan 11ie subject rail 
line proposed for abandonmeni (the "Line'*) extends from milepost 19.88 (west ofthe Line's 
crossingof 56"̂  Street, near Lawrcnce, Ml) to milepost 30.55 (east of Kalamazoo Street in Paw 
Paw, MI) 11ie Line traverses United States Postal Zip Code terriiorics 49064 and 49079. 

Attached is a consolidated Environmental and Histonc Repon (the "'E&HR'' or "Report") 
descnbing the proposed action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as well as 
maps ofthe affected area. We arc providing you with this Report so that you may review the 
information thai will form the basis for the STB's independem environmenuil analysis ofthe 
proposed rail line abandonment. Ifany oflhc information in the attached E&l IR is misleading 
or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent Infurmation is missing, or if you have any questions 
about the STB's environmental review process, please contact the Office of Environmental 
Analysis C'OEA"). Surface 'fransportalion Board. 395 E Sirect, SW. Washington, DC 20423-
0001; TEL. (202) 245-0295. and refer lo STB Dockei No. AB-l 107X You may also contact the 
undersigned counsel fur WMI. Because statutes and regulations applicable lo rail line 
abandonments impose stringent deadlines lor processing this action, your written commenis to 
OEA, ifany, would be appreciated within 3 weeks. As undersigned counsel for WMI, 1 would 
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Stutc Clearinghuusc 

Diane Burton, LARA Executive Ofilce 
Michigan Department of Energy, Labor & Economic Growth 
611 West Ottawa 
Lansing, Ml 48933 
(517)373-1820 

Jeanninc Farkas. Section Secretary 
Michigan Departmeni of Transportation 
Rail Safely Section 
425 West Ottawa 
P.O. Bo.\ 30050 
Lansing. Michigan 48909 
(517)373-8235 

Stale Environmeniul Prutcctiun Agency 

Jim Kasprzak. Chief 
Michigan Department of Environmenial Quality 
P.O Box 30473 
Lansing. Ml 48909-7973 
(517)241-7427 

State Coastal Zune Management 

Jim Milne. Chief Great Lakes Shore Land Unit 
Michigan Department of Environmental Quality 
Water Resourees Division 
525 West Allegan Strcei 
P.O Box 30458 
Lansing. Ml 48909-7958 
(269)567-3500 



Head of each cuunt>' &l or political entity 

Chris Randall 
Chairman, Board of Commissioners 
Van Buren County 
300 W. While Oak Road 
Lawion. Ml 49065 

Ken Barneit 
Supervisor 
Lawrence 'fownship 
205 N Paw Paw St. 
P.O. Box 442 
Lawrence. Ml 49064-0442 

David Richardson 
Super\'isor 
Paw Paw 'I'ownship 
'fownship Hall Building 
1I4N. GrcmpsSl 
Paw Paw. Ml 49079 

Mary Webster 
Village President 
Village of Lawrence 
PO Box 217 
157 N. Paw Paw 
Lawrence. Ml 49079 

Larrj' Nielsen 
Village Manager 
Village of Paw Paw 
H I E Michigan Ave 
Paw Paw. Michigan 49079-0179 

Regional Ofrice uf the Environmental Proteciion Agency 

Susan lledman. Region 5 Administrator 
US Environmental Protection Agency - Region 5 
Maileode:RI9J 
77 W Jackson Blvd 
Chicago. IL 60604 
(312)886-3000 



The US FLsh & Wildlife Service 

'fom Melius, Regional Dirccior 
Midwest Region 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
5600 American Blvd. West. Suite 990 
Bloomington. MN 55437-1458 
(612)713-5360 

U.S. Army Corp uf Engineers 

Commander James L. Booth 
E.xecutive Office 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Deiroii Di.slrict 
477 Michigan Ave 
Detroit, Ml 48226 

The National Park Service 

Charlie Stockman 
Rivers, 'frails and Conservation Assisianec Program 
National Paik Service 
RTCA Program 
1201 Eye Si., NW. 9ih Floor (Org Code 2240) 
Washington. DC 20005 

Natural Resources CunscrvHiion Scr\'ice 

Garry Lee. Slate Conservationist 
Natural Resourees Conservation Service 
3001 Coolidgc Road, Suite 250 
Easl Lansing, Michigan 48823 
(517)324-5270 

US Soil Cunser\'alion Scr\'ice 

Dave White. Chief 
USDA, NRCS, Onice oflhe Chief 
1400 Independence Ave . SW. Room 5105-A 
Washingion, DC 20250 
(202) 720-7246 



National Geodetic Survcv 

Juliana Bkickwell, Direclor 
National Geodetic Survey 
1315 Easl-West Highway 
Silver Spring, MD 20910-3282 
(301)713-3242 

Stutc Historic Preser\'atinn 

Brian D. Conway. Michigim Slale Historic Preservation OrTiccr 
Michigan Slale Housing Developmcnl Aulhority - State Hisloric Preservation OfTice 
735 E. Michigan Avenue 
P.O. Box 30044 
Lansing. Ml 48909 
(517)373-8370 



Advance Notice Contacts 
Service List pursuanl to 1152.50 

Public Scr\'ice Commission 

Orjiakor Isiogu 
Commissioner 
Michigan Public Service Commission 
4300 W. Saginaw Highway 
P.O. Box 30221 
Lansing, Ml 48909 

Denurlment uf Defense (Mililar\' Traffic Management Command, Tran.snurtalion 
Entiinecrini; Agency. Railruads for Naliunul Defense Proiirum) 

David Dorfman 
SDDCTEA 
Railroads for National Defense 
709 Waixl Dr.. BIdg. 1990 
Scott AFB. IL 62225 
'fclephonc'(6l8)220-5741 

The National Park Service, Recreation Resources Assistance Division 

Charlie Slockman 
National Park Service 
Rivers & 'frails Conservaiion Program 
1201 Eye Sircci. NW. 9th Floor (Org. Code 2220) 
Washington, D.C. 20005 
Telephone: (202) 354-6900 

U.S. Department of Aiirieullure. Chiefofthe Foresi Ser\'icc 

Thomas 1. 'fidwell. Chief 
I'oresi Service 
U.S. Department uf Agriculture 
Sidney R Yates Federal Building 
201 14th Street SW 
Washington. DC 20024 
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Milepost 23.2 Lawrence 
View - East 

Milepost 23.2 Lawrence 
View - South 



Milepost 29.8 Paw Paw 
View- North 
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Milepost 29.8 Paw Paw 
View - South 




